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The Transparency International national chapter in Azerbaijan presents the TI Corruption Perceptions Index 2014. This year Azerbaijan received a score of 29, and was ranked 126th out of 175 countries. The CPI 2014 is presented on a scale of 0 to 100 with 0 being very corrupt and 100 being very clean. In 2013 the country was ranked 127th among 177 countries with the score of 28. Altogether 12 data sources were used to construct the Corruption Perceptions Index 2014. Data for Azerbaijan was drawn from 6 different sources.

This year Azerbaijan demonstrated its best performance in the rankings of CPI since 2000 when the country was first included in the report.  The country’s progress has been made possible mainly thanks to its economic indicators. Azerbaijan scored considerably well in the ranking of the Global Competitiveness Report for 2013-2014 published by the World Economic Forum. This year the country moved up in the ranking from 46-th place among 144 countries in 2012-2013 to 39-th rank among 148 countries.  This year Azerbaijan performed remarkably well on indicators like innovation potential, enhancement of legal framework, reforms in public service delivery and macroeconomic stability. All of these changes indirectly contributed to the increase in the country’s CPI ranking. On the other hand, Azerbaijan’s position dropped in the Nations in Transit 2014 report published by Freedom House, which is another reference source for the CPI.

Since 1995 the CPI has been a flagship product for TI. The ranking of countries in the Index is delivered in terms of the degree to which corruption is perceived to exist in the public sector and it is not a verdict on the corruption of nations or societies as a whole. 

A number of important measures have recently been taken in Azerbaijan to combat corruption, such as further development of the legal framework and infrastructure of e-government; expansion of the range of services of  ASAN centres that represent a single window agency for public service delivery to render services promptly and transparently. A growing amount of anti-corruption awareness raising and training programs are delivered to public administration and law-enforcement officials. Framework to regulate performance assessment in the public administration system was adopted and pilot performance assessment was introduced by Ministry of Education.  And the last but not the least, is e-registration of labour contracts.   
Corruption is still entrenched in the Azerbaijan society and the government needs to improve law enforcement procedures to ensure that  the anti-corruption legislation works. Measures should be taken to ensure the protection of people wishing to report cases of corruption. Furthermore, serious efforts are required to improve transparency and accountability in public budget expenditure and public procurement; the range of ASANs shall be expanded to include licenses and permits, as well as customs’ clearance procedures; to improve the environment for the civil society; and further implement legal reforms. Also, a special focus shall be made on development of social e-services to allow them to catch up with services designed for the business sector. 
The display of political will by the Azerbaijan Government to curb corruption leaves room for optimism, as this is an indispensable prerequisite. Another substantial ingredient in the struggle against corruption is the cooperation among all relevant stakeholders. We strongly believe that the key to success of this struggle is a further enhancement of the joint efforts already carried out by the Government, the civil society, the business community and the citizens of Azerbaijan. 
By definition, the Corruption Perceptions Index reflects changes in the public opinion’s evaluation of the level of corruption in their country. It is not surprising that progress occurring at institutional level has to pass the test of time before being reflected in public perception. What has been said does not prevent us from reaffirming that public perception is an important indicator per se. The government has to apply serious efforts to make citizens aware of its anti-corruption efforts and feel the impact of the reforms in their daily lives. 
� Full list of sources is given in the Frequently Asked Questions. 





